IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1. (Original) An elongated ratchet handle comprising: 

a. an elongated body having a top, a bottom, a side, a centrally located step 
diametered bore extending from the top through the bottom of said body and 
an annular step facing said top and surrounding the step diametered bore; 

b. said body having opposite ends, each of said ends having extension arm 
connectors extending axially of said body; 

c. a ratchet mechanism having a top surface and a bottom surface, said ratchet 
mechanism being secured in the step diametered bore, said ratchet mechanism 
having an actuator being movably positioned on said ratchet mechanism top 
surface and a drive post depending from said ratchet mechanism bottom 
surface; and 

d. said step being spaced from said top of said body. 

Claim 2. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 1 further comprising an 
elongated extension arm having opposite ends releasably connected to said extension arm 
connectors at one of said ends, said extension arm having an opposing body connector at said 
one end configured for releasable connection with one of said extension arm connectors. 

Claim 3. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 1, wherein said 
opposite body ends extend upwardly and outwardly away from said bore thereby defining a 
finger space between said elongated body and a work piece. 

Claim 4. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said 
extension arm connectors comprise bores and said body connectors comprise male sockets 
configured to be releasably attached within said bores of said extension arm connectors. 
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ClaimS. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said 
extension arm connectors and body connectors have generally circular cross sections. 

Claim 6. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said 
extension arm connectors and body connectors have generally polygonal cross sections. 

Claim 7. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 6, wherein said 
extension arm connectors and body connectors have generally square cross sections. 

Claim 8. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said 
extension arm connectors comprise male sockets and said body connectors comprise bores, said 
male sockets of said extension arm connectors being configured to be releasably attached within 
said bores. 

Claim 9. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said 
extension arm connectors and body connectors each have a release mechanism for releasably 
securing the extension arms to said opposite ends of said body. 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 9, wherein said release 
mechanisms comprise spring-loaded release assemblies. 

Claim 11. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 9, wherein said release 
mechanisms comprise detent mechanisms. 

Claim 12. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 9, wherein said release 
mechanisms comprise push button release assemblies. 

Claim 13. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said 
extension arm connectors have male threaded ends and said body connectors of said extension 
arms have female threaded ends, said male threaded ends being configured to be releasably 
threaded into said female threaded ends of the extension arms. 
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Claim 14. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said 
extension arm connectors have female threaded ends and said body connectors of said extension 
arms have male threaded ends, said male threaded ends being configured to be releasably 
threaded into said female threaded ends of the opposing arms. 

Claim 15. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 1, wherein said ratchet 
mechanism is generally countersunk into said body a depth greater than a height of the actuator 
measured transversely of said body so that when the body is gripped in a palm of a hand said 
actuator is not unintentionally actuated. 

Claim 16. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 1, wherein said 
elongated body is formed from a material selected from the group consisting of metals, plastics, 
or any composite thereof. 

Claim 17. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 1, wherein said 
opposite ends of said body are formed from a material selected from the group consisting of 
metals, plastics, and composites thereof. 

Claim 18. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 1, wherein said 
extension arm connectors are formed from a material selected from the group consisting of 
metals, plastics, and composites thereof. 

Claim 19. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said 
extension arms are formed from a material selected from the group consisting of metals, plastics, 
and composites thereof. 

Claim 20. (Currently Amended) The ratchet handle of claim 2, wherein said body 
connectors are formed from a material selected from the group consisting of metals, plastics, and 
composites thereof. 
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Claim 21. (Currently Amended) An elongated ratchet handle comprising: 

a. an elongated body having a top, a bottom, a side, a centrally located step 
diametered bore extending from the top through the bottom and [a] an annular 
step facing said top and surrounding the step diametered bore; 

b. said body having opposite ends, each of said ends extending upwardly and 
outwardly away from the step diametered bore thereby defining a finger space 
between the elongated body and a work piece, each of said opposite ends 
having extension arm connectors extending axially of said body; 

c. elongated extension arms having opposite ends releasably connected to said 
extension arm connectors at one of said ends, each of said extension arms 
having an opposing body connector at said one end configured for releasable 
connection with one of said extension arm connectors; 

d. said extension arm connectors comprising bores and said body connectors 
comprising male sockets configured to be releasably attached within said 
bores, said extension arm connectors and said body connectors each having a 
release mechanism for releasably securing said extension arms to the opposite 
ends, the release mechanisms comprising a detent mechanism; 

e. [said] a ratchet mechanism having a top surface and a bottom surface, said 
ratchet mechanism being secured in the step diametered bore and having an 
actuator being movably positioned on the top surface and a drive post 
depending from the bottom surface; and 

f . said step diametered bore being spaced from said top of said body. 
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Claim 22. (Original) An elongated body having a centrally located opening therein 
and opposite ends, a ratchet mechanism in said opening, said ratchet mechanism having a top 
and a bottom, a drive post extending from the bottom of said ratchet mechanism, said body 
having means for functionally gripping said body to apply force moments to both said opposite 
ends and to operate said ratchet mechanism in close quarters, and means at each of said body 
ends for extending the length of said body for enlarging the force moments that can be applied to 
said ratchet mechanism. 


6 


